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antiquated apparatus gradually become valueless. His attention is kept fixed to this point by the sight of custom going in other channels. No owner will agree to acknowledge the deteriorated value of his plant unless he is obliged to do so. Hence Government monopolies are very slow to adopt improvements. Each official is unwilling to admit the weaknesses of his own system, nor will he readily disendow his own knowledge and labour by accepting improvements which will oblige him to acquire fresh knowledge and which will render his present services antiquated. Competition compels private tradesmen to improve their ways. In a monopoly there is no such force making for progress, unless we so term the blind sentimental agitation which is now assailing the Post-Office in favour of an Anglo-Saxon penny post.
It is not easy to estimate the loss of the community through Government monopoly; at best it is only a calculation of what might have been, if private enterprise had not been stifled.
We can give one or two slight but suggestive instances. There are still Government offices where all letters are copied by hand and where none of the mechanical processes which give an exact facsimile of the letter copied are admitted. The rest of the clerical work, of the establishment is presumably conducted in the same way. This does not of course prevent thorn from hiring a man in from the street to copy a confidential document, as in the celebrated Foreign. Office case.
Again, Mr. Stanley Jevons gives a curious instan.ce of the slowness of Government to adopt improvement from the history of the Mint. In his treatise on Money !, he states that the present Mint is quite inadequate for meeting the demands thrown upon it. ' What should we think/ he asks,' of a cotton-spinning company which should propose to use a mill and machinery originally constructed by Arkwright, or to. drive a mill by engines turned out of the Soho works in the time of Boulton and Watt? Yet the nation still depends for
1 8th Edition, 1887, p. 120: the preface is dated 1875.